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Rediscovering the Charm of “Oita - The Birthplace of Western Surgery”
Luis de Almeida 500th Birth Anniversary Forum
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Message from the Organizer
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Mayor of Oita City
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Message from Mayor Adachi

I am delighted to celebrate this historic milestone with our citizens at the Luis de Almeida 500th Birth
Anniversary Forum.

Luis de Almeida is renowned for establishing Japan’s first Western-style hospital in 1557 in Funai
(present-day Oita City), leaving a profound and lasting influence on Japanese society. Born in Lisbon,
Portugal, in 1525, he was a trained surgeon who accumulated great wealth through trading in Macau.
In 1555, he came to Japan and began his medical activities under the protection of the feudal lord
Otomo Sorin.

Motivated by compassion for those suffering from famine and poverty, Almeida founded Japan's first
orphanage and Western-style hospital, which he funded entirely from his own private resources. This
hospital provided free medical care, performed Japan's first surgical operations, operated a pharmacy,
and treated patients with Hansen's disease. Furthermore, the mutual aid organization Misericordia
became the foundation for nursing care and volunteer activities that greatly influenced the
development of Japan's healthcare system. Almeida also contributed to the advancement of medicine
in Japan by dedicating himself to the training of doctors.

To honor Almeida's spirit, Oita City launched the Luis de Almeida 500th Birth Anniversary Project,
which re-examines his achievements from the perspectives of medical history, international exchange,
and social welfare. Through this project, we also hope that our citizens will not only learn about history
but also experience it through concerts that evoke the Age of Exploration and guided tours conducted
by the FUNAI Junior Guide members.

Having endured the COVID-19 pandemic and witnessed conflicts around the world, I find universal
value in Almeida's belief in saving lives equally. As a clinical surgeon, I hope that the younger
generation will embrace the philosophy of human-centered design. Furthermore, I hope this project
will inspire healthcare professionals to renew their pride and foster a deeper sense of pride and

appreciation in Oita's history among our citizens.

*Messages presented in this booklet are abridged for brevity.
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Vice Governor of Oita Prefecture
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Message from Dr. Taketomi

[ would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the “Luis de Almeida 500th Birth Anniversary
Forum.”

Dr. Almeida, born in Portugal, is remembered as a pioneer who established the first Western-style hospital in Japan
in Oita City in 1557. There, he performed surgical treatments and provided Western medical education. When we
consider that Dr. Maeno Ryotaku and Dr. Sugita Genpaku published the Kaitai Shinsho medical text in 1774, and
that Dr. Hanaoka Seishu performed the first breast cancer surgery under general anesthesia in Japan in 1804, it
becomes clear that Dr. Almeida’s accomplishments can truly be regarded as the origin of Western medicine in
Japan.

I hope this forum will offer an opportunity to reflect upon Dr. Almeida’s intentions—specifically, why he

founded a hospital in Oita fan from Portugal five centuries ago—and to contemplate the value and preciousness
of life.

Message from His Excellency Ambassador Jerénimo
The Bond Between Aleida and Oita - Spanning Over 500 Years

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of the “Luis de Almeida 500th Birth Anniversary Forum.” The
exchange between Oita and Portugal began approximately five hundred years ago, during the era of feudal lord Otomo Sorin in the
16th century. Portuguese ships frequently visited the ports of Funai, bringing foreign cultures and technologies to the region through
the Namban trade. In the towns of Funai, a culture infused with Western influences took root, and the people of that time must
have been captivated by the possibilities of this unknown world.

Among these visitors, the Portuguese missionary and physician Luis de Almeida holds a special place in history. He established the
first hospital in Japan in Funai, promoting Western medicine and devoting himself to treating the poor. His spirit of dedication and
compassion continues to resonate in the hearts of the people of Oita to this day.

In 1978, Oita City in Japan and Aveiro City in Portugal formed a sister-city relationship, promoting ongoing cultural and artistic
exchanges. This connection, which began five centuries ago, continues to flourish in new ways, gradually building bridges toward

the future.

Message from Vice Governor Kuwata

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the opening of the “Luis de Almeida 500th Birth
Anniversary Forum.” Almeida’s encounter with the feudal lord Otomo Sorin, which led to the introduction of
Western medicine and the origins of volunteerism in Japan, is deeply significant and a source of great pride for
Oita Prefecture.

Exchanges between Portugal and our prefecture began in the 16th century. Today, in addition to the sister-city
relationship between Oita City and Aveiro City, this year marks the beginning of new exchanges between
Hinode Town and the City of Montemor-o-Novo. In sports, Portuguese national track and field athletes held
training camps in our prefecture before going on to win gold medals at the World Athletics Championships
Tokyo 25. Dr. Almeida’s visit to our prefecture can be seen as the forerunner of these exchanges, and its
significance remains profound.

I hope that this forum will serve as an opportunity to rediscover the appeal of Oita and to further promote
international exchange.

*Messages presented in this booklet are abridged for brevity.
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