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The Journey and Life of Luis de Almeida
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Summary

In mid-16th-century Japan, contact with Europeans enabled the country to expand beyond its previously limited
East Asian trading sphere, which had primarily focused on China and Korea. Portuguese ships engaged in the
Nanban trade brought firearms, silk, and other goods, while at the same time, Christian missionary activities began
to play a significant role in the political and economic strategies of Kyushu's daimyos.

The Jesuits were at the center of these changes, with the Portuguese missionary Luis de Almeida standing out
as a particularly notable figure. He can be said to symbolize the Namban trade, where merchants and missionaries
operated as interlinked forces.

By examining Jesuit historical sources, including published works and manuscripts, we can gain a better
understanding of how foreign trade became closely intertwined with missionary activities and politics at the time.

In this report, | will provide an overview of Almeida's activities in Japan, focusing on his relationship with Otomo

Sorin and contributions to the spread of Christianity in Kyushu under Sorin's authority.
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Session 3: Talk Session
Rediscovering the charm of Oita through
the achievements and character of Almeida
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